BARRED FROM TRAINING:
A NEW DIMENSION OF

BERUFSVERBOT

IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY




BARRED FROM TEACHER TRAINING

Ia April

in Stuttgert. This practical train

1977 Herr Letsche applied to become a trainee tescher

would have taken him one

and & half years, and led to a final teachers' "otate examin-

stion",
tenching sppointmente.
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which is required of all applicants for parmanent

# application wes turned down. He was pusmoned to 8

*, at which representstives of the Ohb
school authority) questioned him on the Tollo
1 had been "communicated by the Minietry of the Interior":

sch & (second-

findings",

"...Herr Letsche was, at
least from 1969 to lg?t
4 manber of the Germmn
Communist Party (DKP).
In 1969 he was responsible
for a leaflet which was
published Joi.ntly 'b: the
Sociaiist German Wo
Youth (SDAJ) and the "he-
sociation of Narxist Gtud-
ents Bpartakus". In the
various leaflets
he wes also re-
s_pm‘.si‘hlo were dsnrib‘ted
rt.

- Hsr- Letsche wes o candid-
ate of the Marxist Student
League "Spartakus” in the
elsctions for student union
departzent committees at
Stuttgart University in
sumner, 1972,

- On 18 March, 1972 and on
16 March, 1974, he attended

btranch of the German Com-
minist Party (DEP).
attended ¥

the 4

on 8/9 Octo
Cologne-Mlilhein
It nor o.llcl perhaps be =entioned
t organizations
perfac legal, Their
..ec inge n.—ﬂ COnZTEBEES ATE
held in public, and t-m.r
programoes submitted
publip discumsion.
Fo evidence for the elleged
affiliations wae ever produced.
The authority did, however,
produce photostats of various
leaflets that had besn mentioned
in their letter.




One of them dealt with the fact that KURT KIESINGER - in 1969
Chancellor of the FRG — had at one time been mesber ro.2,633,330
of the Nazt party. The leaflet said that uMur such circumstan-
cos the proponed specisl "state of mrﬁre powers for the
govornment wers potentislly M:‘wa.

called for the support of a broad left alliance in the 1969
federal election campaign.

The O aghulamt went om to say that in the light of these
-y a® Herr Letsche could not "guarantee that he will

a firn gtand for the free and democratic comstitutional order
of the Basic Law at a1l times".

A ‘HEARING’

But Herr Letsche made his stand quite clear. He declared that
he supports the constitutional order of the Federal Hapublic of
Jermany without reservation. He said that iz was his =ain con-
cern that the principles of the written Constitution (the
"Bagic law") be put into effect. It was precisely for this
reason-that he committed himself for the soeisl and economie
demands of the trade union movement,

He told the officials mbout the history of his family., His
parents had been booksellers and owned a Christian bookshop
befors the Second World War, Political persscution by the Nazis
ruined their business, A nagl gourt had sentenced his father
%o aix years' imprisomment for anti-nazi resistance (th! Nezis
called it "preparation for high mnm"}, and he only
literated by the Allles in 1945. His wife Lnthn' Latsche's
mother - was Tepeatedly harrassed by the snpn.

Herr Letsche said that he the impl of the
written Constitution as particularly important,; as it had

teen passed in 1949 and drawn the correct conclusions from the
past. He declared his complete opposition to any type of vioclent
ané arbitrery rule that wae cont: to humen dignity, freedom
and eguality. "In thia sense, I would call myself an opponent
of any kind of dictstorship,” he said,

He sdded that he was not prepared to snswer any questions re-

/ garding his political affiliations, past or present, He insisted
that disorimination on political groundas was outlawed by the
"Bagic Law", and thot he would not fulfil any upconstitutional
requeste from any suthority, not even for the sake of a carser.
Yor would he "diastance himself" from Communists, as had been
demanded of him: Commnists had been imprisoned with his father
end always helped hie mother.

CASE TAKEN TO COURT

None of these arguments hed any effect on the school suthority.
So Herr Letache hed to take his case to the Versaltungagericht
(Administrative Court) st Stuttgart.

Now the Oberschulesnmt's lswyers unearthed new “reamsona" for his

fitness" for teacher training. Quoting old Communiot

programmes. they pointed out thes danger that Herr Letsche might
work for a "progressive policy for sducatfon and culture", for
"deep-going r.‘hl.necl in thd entii. system of education snd voo-
ational training” an inst "recotlonary ideology” and that
he might take part in oint campaig:s" for these objectives,




The court hearing was in Mey, 1978. Herr Ietsche otated that is
the lawyers' arguments were to be followed, all active members

of the teachers’ union would have to be dismissed 1nntlnt1{, a8
the union was known to fight for reforms in the educations
system. He reaffirmed his stand for the Conptitutlon and de-
plored that there were still so many former Nazis in position

of suthority. As examples he gquoted two Christian-Democratic
politicians who were personally respomsible for his Berufsverbot:
¢ then Prime Minister of Saden-Wirttemberg HANS FIININGER
wao once B Nasi judge who passed desth sentences.

The Beden-Firttemberg variety of the "desoree on radicales” is
often referred to as the "Schiess decree" - named after the
former Minister of the Interior KARL SCHIESS. He was once

known ae "Swastila Charlie" because he was & nazi careerist.

The court hearing was attended by 70 peo 1e and featured in ths
local pross, The arguments and action taken by the Oberschulamt
received very unfevourable comment. The 'suuttgarter Zeitung" -
by no meana a left-wing paper - spoke of a "strange type of
logicality" snd "sptrange interpreiation of the law".

But the court dismissed the case, It ruled that the amction teken
bty the school authority was correct, and furthermore that it

would be unlawful for any private school to ouploi Herr Letacha.
"Politicel loyalty has always been & requirement for the publie
service,” the court said. Always — even in the nazi eral

It was slleged that Horr Letsche's vlews on the Constitution

wera "smelective”. Hin professors in History and Political Science
had offered to testify in court on precisely that point, but the
court declined to hear them,

Herr Letsche received many tokens of solidarity from individuals
and organizations, both in the Federsl Republic of Cermany
abroad, Collesgues from the union, the Assopiation of Victims

of the Hazi Regime (VVH), the Geottieh Campaign Committes sgeingt
Berufoverbot wrote letters to the court. Trade union orgeniz-
ations publicized the case through leaflets and by writing zo

the press. The teachers’ union covered all legal costs.

APPEAL PENDING

Since August 1978 an appeal has heen pending st the appeal court:
Verwaltungsgerichtshof Bndiﬂ-wllru.embnrs
Schubertstrasse 11, D-G6800 Mannhein.
The refersnce numbor of the case is "Aktenzedchen I IV 2903/78"
Herr Letsche is o one of the many victims of Herufaverbot.
There sre st loast ocases in Stuttgart, including other gradu-

atea of the University who have been hmsd from teacher training
for similsr reasons.

This case is one of the first appesls against "educational bans"
of thio type that will be heard by this court. In the past,

the Verwaltungogerighishof has turnsd down most sppesls in
Berulsveroot casen, the other hand, it has ruled thet the
neo-nazi NFD showa "no hostility to the Cometitution'.
I Public opinion - expressed, for example 1 in letters
in

to the court, msy play an impnrtemt par
determining the outcome of this case.
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